




























































































032 | TACK & GYBE

ustralia is a long way to

come from Europe to test

drive a boat, but for Bouwe

Bekking, traversing the
globe is just another day at the office.
The Duteh-born professional sailor
is a four-time world champion in
many classes and veteran of five
around-the-world races, including
the 2008-09 Volvo Ocean Race
aboard Telefonica Blue. Bekking
makes a living drawing arcs around
the globe, and recently dropped into
Sydney to spend some time turning
and optimising Singularity, the new
high performance cruiser launched
by McConnaghy. Bekking had just
arrived in Sydney fresh from racing
Farr 408 in Miami and was getting
ready to move on to France to race
Farr 3os, bul managed 1o speak to us
in the midst of his very busy schedule
to answer some questions onlife as a
professional racer.

What inspired you to start sailing
and in particular race sail boats?
Like most people who have a sailing
family — in my case, my parents had
a sailing boat — it was just mucking
around at the local yacht club. I think
I was three or four years old when I
got shoved off the dock for the first
time in an opti or P Class sort of boat
and from then on it just kept going
with local club competitions moving
on to 420 and lasers as I got older. |
then had the opportunity to sail on a
big boat and I enjoyed it very much.

[ was still quite young at that stage,
around 17 years old and my first race
was an offshore race. It was only
about 150 miles but it was massive for
me at that stage and [ got the hang of
it; after this one thing led to another
and I made a career out of it.

Have you ever had a job outside of
sailing?

No, I've never had a non-sailing job.
['m a Merchant Navy Officer; that
was one of the good things with my
parents, they said you have to have an
education, so I chose the Merchant
Navy as there are lots of things |

can relate it to. | did the classroom
training then managed to do my
practical apprenticeship as part of

a round-the-world race because |
knew somehody in the authorities so |
never did the big ship officer thing.

Starting out | can't imagine there
was much money involved?

When I did my first round -the -world
race in 1985 to ‘86, [ was very young
at the time and we didn’t get paid at

all. I was very fortunate that [ had the
opportunity to race because of the
people 1 met including [designer]
Rolf Vrolijk. Rolf asked me if  wanted
to run a boat in Germany, which was
an Admiral's Cup boat, and that was
my first paid job. But we did geta
colour television and a video player
from our sponsors Philips for the
round-the -world race!

What classes are you active in at the
moment?

['am sailing Farr 4os, Swans, Volvo
Ocean Class boats plus some other
boats like Singulority which has

just been built. Directly after this
Australia trip [ am going to France to
sail a Farr go, which will be fun racing
as there is a 25-boat fleet.

BOUWE

BEKKING

ROUND-THE-WORLD RACER, PROFESSIONAL
SAILOR AND BUDDING AUTHOR BOUWE BEKKING
SPOKE TO GUY WADDILOVE ABOUT ALL THINGS
YACHTING DURING A RECENT TRIP DOWN UNDER.

Which is your favourite class of
yacht to race?

Sailing-wise I really enjoy One
Design racing as it just comes down
to the crew and their skill. No rating
comes into play: for pure sailing, One
Design is my favourite.

Stepping between boats and
classes, does it take long to adapt
each time?

I think most of the professional guys
have a certain routine and you get

to know how to set up a programme
that works well and that you can
adapt from an 8o - or 100-footerto a
smaller campaign. You have to follow
certain steps to become successful
based on a routine.

What about budgets?

The bigger the program, the more
complicated it gets and the more
expensive it is as well. That’s one of
the things with private owners and
sponsors, you always have to be very
careful that you make a budget and
stay within that budget because it is so
easy to spend too much.

PRESS CALL
Bekking answering
questions for the
media during the
Volvo Ocean Race
2008-09, in which
he was the skipper
of Telefonica Blue.

Have you noticed any downturn in
the last couple of years with respect
to budgets or work?

Not for me personally, but in general
people are doing maybe a little bit
less racing and there are fewer new
owners. We are very fortunate with
Singularity that we have an owner that
is new in the game and it is important
that we treat these people really,
really well. I don’t think that Europe
has been nearly as badly hit as the
States and [ think that we still all love
the sport and we still all want to go
out sailing.

Have you done much sailing in
Australia?

T have done two Sydney Hobarts; we
broke the record on Morning Glory

in 1996, a record that had been
standing for 21 years set by Kialoa.
With the Volvo Ocean Race we were

in Newcastle and Perth. You don't see
that many foreign sailors coming to
Sydney because it is so far away and
there are so many good sailors here in
Australia, so why would an Australian
owner fly someone in from — in my
case Denmark — when he can get good
guys that are already over here?

How did you get involved with the
Singularity project?

Iactually knew the designer from
alongtime ago, he designed a
so-footer in the ‘8os and that's

where [ met him. I actually sailed an
Admiral’s Cup with him before that.
We met up in Stockholm on the Volvo
stopover and he approached me about
this boat.

Any plans for the next Volvo race?
Plans are there but they are not
finalised. | have been asked by teams
but the finances are not completed
50 while nothing is signed all of the
options are open.

Have you got a particular favourite
race?

1 still think one of the best races was
the Kenwood Cup [Hawaiil: great
breeze, great scenery, just a fantastic
spot to sail. Unfortunately it's not the
same now, not like the old days when
there were 50 or 60 boats —that was
a great event. It's a good place for the
family as well.

And your best win?

That's a question people always ask;

when | go out racing, even when it’s

alocal club event and | win, I like it!
Awin is a win and you soon forget it.
1 always say you are only as good as






























042 | 40-FOOT CRUISER/RACERS

CHOOSE YOUR

WEAPON

WHETHER YOU WANT SOMETHING FAST, FLASHY OR FUN,
THERE'S A 40-FOOTER ON THE MARKET TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS.
IN THIS 12-PAGE FEATURE, WE NARROW IN ON SAILING'S ANSWER
TO THE SWISS ARMY KNIFE — THE 40-FOOT CRUISER-RACER.

BY KEVIN GREEN

ith all the mind-
boggling variables of
comfort, safety, cost and
performance in 4o0-foot
cruiser/racers, solving the buyer’s
equation can be tricky. Yachts in the
4o-foot range (which we've defined as
38 to 42 feet) give the sailor manifold
benefits such as spacious below decks
and long waterlines for fast passages.
And for the entry-level boats in this
listing, the step up in cost froma
g5-footerisn't that steep.

With an abundance of options
out there on the market, the latest
generation of models in this category
can cater to sailors of all stripes.
From dedicated performance boats
such as the Dehler 39SQ to the more
general purpose eruisers such as the
Hanse 400 and award winning Dufour
405, you can determine what mix of
cruising and racing you'll likely do
and choose accordingly.

[F IRC and TCC ratings are major
factors in your sailing plans then the
low displacement cruiser-racers are
the way to go, but your budget should
include the performance options that
necessarily accompany them.

It it's versatility you are after, rest
assured that many of these modern
boats have it in spades. Common
features such as twin wheels not only
allow the racing sailora better view
forward but also give the family easy
access to the swim platform. For
instance, with the accent firmly on
‘cruising’, Bavaria's latest generation
of yachts give water access a high

priority in their design, with fold-
down swim platforms as standard.

New designs launching include
dedicated cruisers such as the Bavaria
40 and the Elan Impression 444,
the latter offering spacious voyaging
in what they call their ‘semi deck’
saloons, to the more niche market
offerings from Scandinavian builder
X-Yachts with their upcoming Xc-36
aimed squarely at the upper end of
the market. Elsewhere marques new
to Australia include the revamped
Moody brand, with the retro style
41 Classic an interesting and lively
looking performer on paper. The
more specialist semi-custom
performance eruiser from Fingulf
of Finland and the first of the fast
looking Salon S44's will be at Audi
Hamilton Island Race Week.

At the far end of the spectrum are
the dedicated blue water cruising
boats and the Australian built
Bluewater 420RS is an excellent
example of a well proven credentials,
with huge carrying capacity and high
stability major factors in its design.

But in between lie the boats that
remain favourites with many buyers
such as the popular Beneteau Oceanis
40, the stylish and roomy Jeanneau
Sun Odyssey 42 Deck Saloon (with
a revamped deck) and the recently
launched American built Hunter
39. These boats are all easy to sail,
have plenty of space and suit a wide
variety of sailors; from the weekend
gunkholers to the occasional buoy
racer. So which one will you pick?

















































































