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History MADE!

ICHI BAN TRIUMPHS IN HISTORIC 
2019 ROLEX SYDNEY HOBART YACHT RACE
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One for 
the ages!

The historic 2019 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race – the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia’s 75th Sydney Hobart – 
had something for everyone, writes RUPERT GUINNESS

The 75th running of the blue water 
classic may have been sailed in 
relatively benign conditions, but 
the 628-nautical-mile race was a 
tense and nail-biting affair to the 
very end. Four of the five super 
maxis swapped spells in the race 
leadership; while the one boat 
that did not was the defending 
champion, nine-times winner and 
favourite, Wild Oats XI.

The end result was the race 
produced a worthy winner from 
a fleet that numbered 157 at 
the start in Sydney Harbour on 
Boxing Day – the fourth largest 

in Sydney Hobart history - and 
saw 154 finish. And that calibre 
of winner was not just on line 
honours for which the J. H. 
Illingworth Challenge Cup was 
awarded, but also the overall title 
and Tattersall Cup that eventually 
went to Matt Allen and his TP52 
Ichi Ban for the second time in 
three years.

Cooney, who co-owns Comanche 
with his wife Samantha Grant, 
played down the suggestion of 
there being any standout tactics 
behind Comanche beating 
InfoTrack, Wild Oats XI, SHK 

Jim Cooney felt “relief more than 
elation” after Comanche won line 

honours in the 2019 Rolex Sydney 
Hobart Yacht Race likened to a 

“tango” as the super maxis fought 
for the lead.

Comanche makes her way to the finish to claim line honours in the historic 2019 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. 
Credit - Rolex/Carlo Borlenghi

Scallywag 100 and Black Jack in that 
order and in a winning time of 1 day 
18 hours 30 minutes and 24 seconds – 
outside her 2017 record of 1 day 9hrs 
15mins 24secs.

“It was pretty much a drag race 
from [Sydney] Heads to where the 
wind stopped, and then the same 
again from where the wind started 
until we got to Tasman Island,” he 
said. “Everybody was getting the 
most out of the boats where they 
possibly could. We all went in straight 
lines there. There was no driving or 
attacking, or very little. There weren’t 
any sorts of tactical advantages ... 

It was just keeping on your toes, 
maximizing your crew work.”

Asked when he felt confident of 
victory, Cooney, whose Comanche 
saw a 13-nautical-mile lead at the 
Iron Pot drop to seven nautical miles 
when she became parked for half 
an hour on the Derwent River, said, 
“When we crossed the line. That’s 
absolutely true … a few hundred 
metres up the river [it] went soft 
again. I knew InfoTrack was in the 
river. We heard them on the radio. 
I’ve been here before when … the 
boat stops [due to no wind] and 
another boat goes past. So, honestly 

crossing the line was when I felt [we 
had won].”

Comanche’s win also helped Cooney 
to cast aside some the lingering 
disappointment of the 100 footer’s 
third place in 2018 when she finished 
behind the Oatley family’s Wild Oats 
XI and was pipped for second place 
by Peter Harburg’s Black Jack.

“You’ll always remember that 
disappointment, but it’s faded a little 
bit after today,” he said.

While it was Cooney’s second win 
with Comanche, it was the third 
for boat that was built in 2014. 
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Comanche first won line honours in 
2015 under previous owners Jim and 
Kristy Clark, beating Syd Fischer’s 
Ragamuffin 100. Her first victory 
under Cooney’s ownership was in 
2017, but then that victory came 
under the shroud of controversy 
after Wild Oats XI was penalised 
over a port and starboard incident 
with her and lost line honours and 
the record.

Not that Cooney regarded that 
first win as any less worthy than his 
second with Comanche because of 
the controversial circumstances it 
came about. “In 2017, I maintained 
we were the first legal boat across 
the finish line. And we are the first 
legal boat across finish line today,” 
he said after the 2019 win. “I haven’t 
seen any [protest] flags anywhere, 
so fingers crossed. The 75th Sydney 
Hobart … it’s a fantastic achievement 
to win line honours.”

After Comanche took command of 
the race, Christian Beck’s InfoTrack 
emerged as her last major threat.  
After passing the Iron Pot with 
13nms to go, Comanche flew up the 
Derwent River under full main and 
code zero and appeared to maintain 
good speed. But with 3nms to go, 
the wind lightened. She suddenly 
came to a stop. Cooney sent a 
crewmember up the mast to look 
for some breeze, as the silhouette of 
InfoTrack closing in grew. But calm 
on board Comanche remained and, 
fortuitously, the breeze she needed 
to get going came.

Recalling the moment, Cooney said, 
“Finishing the Transpac in Waikiki 
(Honolulu) this year (with line 
honours) was much better. Finishing 
this race was traumatic. That’s 30 
minutes of my life I’ll never get back. 
It was really stressful. [Winning] was 
relief more than elation.”

The spectacular 157 strong fleet draw a crowd to watch the action on Sydney Harbour. Credit - Rolex/Kurt Arrigo

The start was 
fantastic for us. It’s 

always been my 
dream to be first out 

of the Heads.
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Despite Cooney modestly playing down any 
tactical wizardry, the masterstroke was the call 
to race further out to sea on day two while the 
others sailed closer to the rhumbline.

InfoTrack still threw all they had at her, but 
could not consistently match her speed. Beck 
was more than happy with second place after 
leading the fleet out by the Sydney Heads 
following a start in 10-15 knot north-to-north 
easterly breezes under blue skies and sunshine 
on Boxing Day for which they won the Jack 
Rooklyn Memorial Trophy and Cannon. 

“It was way beyond my expectations. It was 
great,” said Beck after docking in Hobart.

“The start was fantastic for us. It’s always been 
my dream to be first out of the Heads.

“The crew did a fantastic job. The boat’s not a 
very good boat, but the crew was exceptional. 
To be first out of the Heads and to come 
second in that fleet was incredible.”

Wild Oats XI still raced brilliantly to finish 
third on line honours. Hers was a troubled 
campaign. The boat needed extensive repairs 
after sustaining mast and deck damage in the 
Audi Centre Sydney Blue Water Pointscore 
Cabbage Tree Island race. The work done to 
get her race ready was astonishing in itself.

That Wild Oats XI, skippered by Mark Richards, 
was then able to fight from as far back as 11th 

place on line and 38nms down on the race 
lead, and beat SHK Scallywag in a mighty 
scrap for third place by a meagre 38 seconds, 
reflected class - of both the boat and its crew. 

“It is a great result,” Richards said. “Obviously, 
Comanche and InfoTrack were going to get 
us, but to catch up with the other guys is 
awesome. [We had] a great [last] day sailing, 
pulled off some nice manoeuvres … To go from 
fourth to third is really satisfying.”

The race for third place between Wild Oats 
XI and Seng Huang Lee’s Hong Kong entry, 
SHK Scallywag was thrilling.  It didn’t help that 
SHK Scallywag hit a shark off the Tasmanian 
coast. But their race to the finish line in the 
last stretch was exciting. Wild Oats XI headed 
in towards shore, while SHK Scallywag 
skipper David Witt stayed on the opposing 
gybe to get better boat speed. But that was 
frustratingly not enough for Witt to snare third 
place.

“The race was physically easy, but mentally 
tough,” Witt said. “It was my 24th [Hobart] 
race with still no win. It’s breaking my heart. 
I’m gutted we didn’t place in the top three.”

In the race for the Tattersall Cup, TP52s filled 
the podium, with Ichi Ban, Gweilo and Quest 
placing first, second and third respectively. But 
the result was not without controversy. Quest 
made the podium after Envy Scooters was 

Throughout the fleet yachts were in close quarters with competing teams along the 
628-nautical-mile journey. Credit - Rolex/Kurt Arrigo
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penalised two hours – only to fall from 
third to sixth place - upon protest 
by Quest for a port and starboard 
incident shortly after the start.

By winning the Tattersall Cup, Ichi Ban, 
launched in December 2017, reminded 
why it remains as Australia’s number 
one boat. In 2018, Ichi Ban won the 
Australian Yachting Championships 
(winning all eight races); Brisbane 
to Gladstone, Audi Centre Sydney 
Blue Water Pointscore Flinders Islet, 
Newcastle Bass Island and Bird Island 
races, and the CYCA’s Blue Water 
Pointscore. Ichi Ban was also named as 
RORC Yacht of the Year. In 2019, Ichi 
Ban’s wins included Division 1 of the 
Australian Yachting Championships; 
Adelaide Port Lincoln Race (including 
line honours), the Brisbane Hamilton 
Island as well as the Audi Centre 
Sydney Blue Water Pointscore Flinders 
Islet and Newcastle Bass Island races. 
These performances positioned the 
TP52 in the finals of the 2019 World 
Sailing Boat of the Year.

“Incredible” was how Allen described 
a second overall win in his 30th 
Sydney Hobart start.

“We’ve spent so many years putting 
this boat together with two aims 
– winning the Sydney Hobart and 
winning the Blue Water Pointscore. 
We put the right package together; 
the boat, crew and culture. We all just 
go and work and sail hard together; 
there are no egos on board. It’s a 
fulfilment of the sailing capability of 
the crew and the whole project.

“Ichi Ban is two years old … we know 
a lot more about it than we did in the 
beginning. There were a couple of 
things we were still making up as we 
went along when we won in 2017.

“It’s a good all-round boat and 
doesn’t really have a weakness. 

“You never know what conditions you 
are going to get, but we are confident 
that we can push her hard and we do 
push her hard. It’s a great, fun boat 
to sail.”

Allen also lauded the calibre of the 
TP52/mid-sized fleet, saying: “All 
the campaigns have really stepped 
up this year; people have tried to 
emulate what we have done. There’s 
no doubt about the competition in 
this race - in the 44 to 55 footers 
alone, it is incredible. 

“You wouldn’t find the competition 
we have in this race anywhere else in 
the world.”

Allen and his Ichi Ban crew celebrate a second overall victory in three years. Credit - Rolex/Carlo Borlenghi

You wouldn’t find 
the competition we 

have in this race 
anywhere else in 

the world
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It was a dream of the lifetime for Wayne Jones 

and his Rolex Sydney Hobart crew on Tribal 

Warrior. They were the first indigenous crew 

to start and finish the Cruising Yacht Club of 

Australia event. “The dream has come true – 

we’ve done the race,” Jones said after finishing.

The plan to race Tribal Warrior was put in place 

by Jones in 2016, when the NSW yachtsman and 

most of his crew sailed on Southern Excellence. 

Tribal Warrior, a Beneteau First 47.7, finished 

shortly after 12.53pm on New Year’s Eve, to an 

eruption of applause. As she was escorted on a 

lap of honour past the dock that hosts the Taste 

of Tasmania, Jones and his crew were totally 

unprepared for the reaction.

Jones, close to tears, said, “I didn’t realise what it 

was about. People lined the dock and were calling 

out to us and waving and crying – supporting us - 

it was unbelievable.”

The best part of the race, Jones said was, 

“Finishing. To be here in Hobart.” While the 

hardest was tackling the “big waves in Bass 

Strait – and [the] last night going sideways, even 

though we were prepared for the big conditions. 

We had everything to deal with in this race; 

things broke, the weather was horrible, especially 

towards the end, some of the crew was sea sick 

and had minor injuries – nothing bad – when 

things were breaking. 

“I kept wondering why this was happening to 

us. Some suggested it was the ancestors either 

testing us, or giving us a hard time, but no matter 

what, we were not giving up.”

Tribal Warriors 
write history
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Katwinchar 
goes back to 
the future

Bill Barry-Cotter and his 32-foot ketch 
Katwinchar took followers of the 2019 
Rolex Sydney Hobart on a journey 
back in time that elevated her to one 
of the most popular boats in the fleet. 

Katwinchar was the oldest boat in 
the fleet at 114 years, and the oldest 
to have competed in the 628 nautical 
mile race, let alone finish as she did to 
win the Grand Veterans class.

Barry-Cotter did not crew on the 
boat due to a heart attack before the 
race. However, his brother, Kendal 
did as skipper and described the 
experience as, “Amazing actually, 
really amazing. I thought I’d never 
get the opportunity to do [this] so I 
thought it was absolutely wonderful. 
It’s been a privilege to be involved in 
the restoration of the boat. To race it 

with guys like Michael [Spies], and the 
rest of our crew has been absolutely 
fantastic.”

Katwinchar, built in 1904 by Coopers 
at the Watney Brewery in London and 
registered with the Southport Yacht 
Club in Queensland, finished in 4 days 
6 hours 27 minutes 47 seconds. To win 
the Grand Veterans class, she beat five 
boats – Love & War, Kialoa II, Windrose 
Natelle Two and Fidelis.

Katwinchar was initially sailed from 
England to Australia by E. J. Mossop 
for the 1951 Sydney Hobart where 
the boat went missing, until she 
reappeared in Hobart on January 3 
having retired from the race. That she 
was in the 2019 Rolex Sydney Hobart 
was a miracle of sorts.

Barry-Cotter, well known in the marine 
industry, spent 10 years searching for 
the boat. 

After finding her in a dilapidated state 
on Gumtree, he had her shipped back 
to his Hope Island Marina and spent 
another two years restoring her. 

Fittingly, the link to her brewing 
heritage in England with her 2019 
Sydney Hobart sponsor was there for 
all to see with the logo of Queensland 
brewer Black Hops on her spinnaker.
“The boat was built in a brewery and 
here we are supporting one … and it’s 
not a bad product,” said Katwinchar 
sailing master Michael Spies, a veteran 
of 43 Sydney Hobarts.
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• First Yacht out of Sydney Heads, the Jack Rooklyn 

Memorial Trophy and Cannon to Christian Beck’s 

InfoTrack. InfoTrack also received CYCA Trophies for 

second over the line and third in IRC Division 0.

• Third over the line CYCA Trophy was presented to the 

Oatley family’s Wild Oats XI.

• First yacht due south of Tasman Island, the F & J 

Livingstone to Jim Cooney and Samantha Grant’s 

Comanche.

• Represented by owner Jim Cooney, Comanche was 

also presented with the line honours J.H. Illingworth 

Trophy along with the Rolex Yacht Master timepiece.

• First female skipper for the Jane Tate Memorial Trophy 

and half model to Stephanie Kerin of Active Again.

• First in IRC Division 7, third ORCi Division 5 and 

second Veterans Division went to Shane Kearns’ 

Komatsu Azzurro.

• A CYCA Trophy for third in PHS Division 1 went to 

Murray Owen and Jenny Kings’ Mahligai.

• Second in PHS Division 1 went to Paul Mara and Adrian 

can der Rijt’s Helsal 3.

• First in PHS Division 1 for the RANSA Trophy and 

CYCA Trophy was Les Goodridge’s Wax Lyrical.

• A CYCA Trophy for third PHS Division 2 went 

to Anthony Bruce, James Lee Warner & Anto 

Sweetapple’s Quetzalcoatl.

• A CYCA Trophy for second in PHS Division 2 went to 

Trevor Richardson’s Moody Buoys.

• Robert Frayne Mille Sabords was awarded CYCA 

Trophies for third in Corinthian PHS and third in the 

Sydney 38 Division.

• The York Family Trophy for first in Corinthian 

PHS was awarded to Bruce Watson’s Imazlizard. 

Imazlizard was also awarded a CYCA Trophy for first 

in PHS Division 2.

• The One Tonne Trophy for first in Sydney 38 Division 

went to Mitchell Gordon, Tony Clift and Daniel 

Hawkins’ Goat. Goat was also awarded a CYCA Trophy 

for third in Corinthian IRC.

• CYCA Trophies for third in ORCi Division 4, second 

in Corinthian PHS and third in IRC Division 5 went 

to Kimberley Jaggar’s Cinquante. They were also 

awarded CYCA Trophies for second in Sydney 38 

Division and second in Corinthian IRC.

• The Graeme Frizzle Freeman Memorial Trophy for first 

in Corinthian IRC went to Shaun Tiedemann’s Willie 

Smith’s Philosopher. Willie Smith’s Philosopher was 

also awarded CYCA Trophies for first in IRC Division 6 

and first in ORCi Division 5.

• CYCA Trophies for third in IRC Division 7 and second 

in Grand Veterans Division went to Simon Kurts’ Love 

& War.

• Bill Barry-Cotter’s Katwinchar was presented CYCA 

Trophies for second in IRC Division 7, third in Veterans 

Division and first in Grand Veterans Division.

• A CYCA Trophy for first in Veterans Division went to 

Tim Gadsby’s Filepro.

• Third in Grand Veterans Division was Patrick 

Broughton’s Kialoa II and was presented a CYCA 

Trophy.

• A CYCA Trophy for first in ORCi Division 4 and first in 

IRC Division 5 went to Jason Close’s Patriot.

• Third in IRC Division 6 and second in ORCi Division 5 

was John Warlow’s Ocean Crusaders.

• The Battery Point Trophy and half model was 

presented to Pierre Gal’s Mistral for the first small 

boat across the line. Mistral was also presented CYCA 

Trophies for second in ORCi Division4 and second in 

IRC Division 6.

• A CYCA Trophy for second in ORCi Division 3 went to 

Rob Gourlay and Matt Pilkington’s Black Sheep.

• A CYCA Trophy for second in IRC Division 3 was 

awarded to Warwick Sherman’s Occasional Coarse 

Language Too.

• The TasPorts Trophy for first in ORCi Division 3 was 

awarded to Carl Crafoord and Tim Horkings’ Sail 

Exchange. They were also awarded a CYCA Trophy for 

second in IRC Division 5.

• The Peter Allsop Memorial Trophy and a CYCA Trophy 

for first in IRC Division 2 went to David Griffith’s 

Chinese Whisper.

• The RORC Trophy and a CYCA Trophy for first in IRC 

Division 3 was awarded to Noel Cornish’s St Jude. St 

Jude was also awarded the CYCA Trophy for second in 

ORCi Division2.

• For the yacht travelling from the furthest port to 

compete for the Polish Trophy and Plaque, was 

Lawrence and Charlene Green’s Cailin Lomhara.

• The Oggin Cup and plaque for the first Armed 

Services Yacht on Corrected Time went to Royal 

Australian Navy’s Navy One.

• CYCA Trophies for third in ORCi Division 3 and second 

in IRC Division 4 was awarded to Greg Prescott’s 2 

Unlimited.

• A CYCA Trophy for third in IRC Division 4 went to 

Joanna Breen and David Aplin’s Team Runaway.

• Drew Carruthers’ Bounty Brassware OUR RUSH 

received the CYCA Trophies for third in IRC Division 3 

and third in ORCi Division 2.

• The Sir Arthur Warner Trophy and a CYCA Trophy 

for first in IRC Division 4 went to Anthony Kirke’s 

Enterprise.

• A CYCA Trophy for second in IRC Division 2 was 

awarded to David Gotze’s No Limit.

• Third in IRC Division 2 for a CYCA Trophy, was Quentin 

Stewart’s Maverick 49.

• The TasPorts Trophy for first in ORCi Division 2 was 

awarded to Frederic Puzin Daguet 3.

• The RYCT Trophy and the Storm Bay Cup for third in 

IRC overall was awarded to Bob Steel and Craig Neil 

Award Winners
2 0 1 9
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Continued >

Credit - Rolex/Kurt Arrigo
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Quest. Quest was also awarded a CYCA Trophy for 

third in IRC Division 1.

• Sean Langman’s Naval Group was awarded a CYCA 

Trophy for second in IRC Division 0.

• The City of Hobart Trophy, the Bass Strait Cup and the 

Solo Trophy for second on IRC overall went to Gweilo, 

owned by Matt Donald and Chris Townsend. Gweilo 

was also awarded CYCA Trophies for second in IRC 

Division 1 and third in ORCi Division 1.

• The Southern Cross Cup and a CYCA Trophy was 

awarded to Australia Yellow – the team made up 

of Matt Allen’s Ichi Ban, Matt Donald and Chris 

Townsend’s Gweilo and Noel Cornish’s St Jude.

• The Meritorious Service Award were awarded to 

Timothy Cox and Anthony Mooney.

• The City of Hobart Trophy and plaque awarded to the 

navigator of the first Tasmanian Yacht on Corrected 

Time went to Andrew Cape from Alive.

• The TasPorts Trophy for the first Tasmanian Yacht 

in IRC went to Philip Turner’s Alive. They were also 

awarded the Charleston Trophy for first in ORCi 

Division 1 and he Rushcutter Trophy and a CYCA 

Trophy for first in IRC Division 0.

• The designer of the winning yacht for the Alan Payne 

Memorial Trophy was presented to Ichi Ban by Botin.

• The Bill Owen Memorial Trophy for the navigator of the 

winning yacht went to Will Oxley of Ichi Ban.

• Ichi Ban owner, Matt Allen was presented the Apollo 

Trophy and half model for the first yacht under 18.5m 

LOA across the line, the George Barton Trophy for 

first in IRC Division 1 and a CYCA Trophy for second 

in ORCi Division 1. Ichi Ban then received the Tattersall 

Cup, the RORC Plaque and the Government of 

Tasmania Trophy for first overall on IRC. Allen was then 

presented with the Rolex Yacht Master Timepiece for 

the overall win in the 2019 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht 

Race.
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Award Winners
2 0 1 9

Rolex Sydney 
Hobart Yacht Race

2 0 1 9

The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia hosted a number 

of major events across the historic 2019 Rolex Sydney 

Hobart Yacht Race – the Club’s 75th race!

Thanks to all who attended these functions, and 

to the likes of Tourism Tasmania, Events Tasmania,  

JANUS et Cie, Audi Centre Sydney, TasPorts and 

PONANT who generously supported these events. 

Special thanks, however, must go to Rolex for their 

generous and long-standing support as naming-

rights Partners of our major race. With 2019 marking 

the 75th year of both the Club and the race, a jam-

packed schedule of events and functions ensured 

the year was one to remember… and something from 

which we wish to build as the 2020 race nears!

We look forward to seeing you all once again in 2020 

for our legendary blue-water classic!


